











CENTRAL EAELEAGUNCE AGENOY - 


| TRTELLIGENGE MENORANDUM TO. 305 L] duty 1950 
SUBIECT: Ccrommict Intentions hegarding an darly Abtack on Taiwan 


. 


PROGLIREs To estinate Communist interbians regarding an carly attack 
on Taian. 
ASSILETION: That the Chinese Comnuvists still tave the caprbility of 
iaumohing & auidcasetul anphibdeus aseayli on Taiwan despite 
‘ 8S onposhtion. 


DISCISSION: {See Encldsawe As} 


GONGHUS ION: Given the above assumption, it is aebimated thet the Chinese 
Communists. are probably Iaunch a early 2tuacic on. Tadwen., 
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te: ‘This memorandum hea nob been courdinated with the inteliigence or 


gunizations of the Departmerts of State, Aray, Nawy, and the Air 
Forces 
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EROLOSURE A 


i. Polo to the divasion of South Korea, there wae evidence of Chaness 
Comnundet pewearaicons for an carly assault} on Taian. Gines the US dacdete: 
to isolate Taiwan with naval forcea, there has beer evidence, though not 
contlugive, that such preparations have contimusd, and the Uninase breve 
reiterated their intention to take the island (jime unspecified) despite 
this Ua comttment. 


fe The 035% probubly did not expect the Dirm IM-Y reaction in Fes, 
hut seeme to hava aide military preparations for aah an eventuality, The 
Korsh Epowan. aay has bean able to carry on its of ensive successfully shad os 
the intervention of USI forces aod the ISSR hea .eodithed ih to deo gui, 





3. The Kremlin has permitted the forth Koresn forues to bicene bbe is* 
involved with the VS and thersfors the possibility must be recognised that 
i% may be whiling be permit tha Cainese Cormnlate to pocema eintlarty 
ivaLveads : 


be A eteccasful. Chinsss Communist assault on tatean weld being tangibbo 
and piumpt advitages to the Soviet came. Tt wold: 


(a) demonstrate world Oeemmiat pover in Mus Eace of the andounced 
US istantion to prevent an invasion of Taiwanj 2 


Ub) Pet. the ‘Longeatanddrer Chine Communist prowise te 
"Liberate! al) of Nationalist dhina: 


(6) prondte Lack of confidence in U8 comsitunta, and generally 
titemmins US poliey wid the will of non-Goomunizt countries throughout 
the world to resist Soviel egerassions f 


{a} possibly lesd to a prolonged mildtary ivelvensnt of the Us 
with Compardst China, tharaby orcubing a further drain on 0S Pepoies s 
and 


___- ) providé the USSR and Communiet forces wih a bese for further 
threatening the US military posltden in tha Pacific amd for defending 
the Chinese mainland, : ‘ 


5, Certain busie cofmbierations, hownver, might dete she USSR antl the 
Caines Camuniets frou abbactking tabven: 


ot. anh p Te ; 4 
{a} the invasion of Taiwan, ky enlarging thea ares of conflfes beta: 
Coruuniot and OS forces, vould increase the rick af wlebalh wer Lavedyving 
the USSR: and 
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(o} on dnwiden in the neer future would prebauly decrease sub} 
sturkinliy the tempo of US adhdlidatien and preparation fer eventual 
@bobal war. 


& It de still entirely possible that those hasdle conpidueaizcona iy 
iadues the USSR te loanlice the Korean conflict and refrain feso aioe 
fares elsavihere, Hostever, the fact that it is preasing dts chiuetive in 
Kerex in defienne of US-0N intervention sugeests that ihe USSR may nah 
consider tha wie of wlohal yar to be an overriding deterrent te fertier 

aperession, Tn view of US Laake of Preparedness and ths evisting euperLorlig 

es Soviet forces in baing{oxcluding the Soviel atomic aapubils Ly) the Ussiz 
although not planing to inibiete globe) wor, may now De wine bo wovent 

the visk of global wer inplieit in uiding SateWdte forces to expand Gon 

Ronish control over peripheral areas. Sersows, Sovies planners may 

eglinate thaty if the prospect of a gichol war seers Dorinegnt, buey wih 

sti2l be able to redise inkersationeal tensdens before a omtidesl nods 
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